LA MAMA

EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE CLUB

as part of the
La MaMa Puppet Festival

presents

The Scarecrow

Ellen Stewart Theatre
66 East 4th Street, NYC, 10003
Nov 1-3, 2024



The Scarecrow

Director/Playwright/Lyricist/Composer/Creator:
Anthony Michael Stokes

Assistant Director: Amber Snyder
Dramaturg: Helena Pennington
Projections Designer: Don Cieslik
Light Designer: Bakari Prigg
Scenic Artist: Eileen Brennan
Scenic Carpenter: Nicholas Hodge
Production Stage Manager: David Jackson

Puppet Design and Creation by
Anthony MichaelStokes and Kessto Kreatures,
additional puppet construction by Zachery Garner

Cast
The Scarecrow: Anthony Michael Stokes
Professor H.M. Wogglebug: Zachery Garner
Winkie One / Man 2 / Dream 7: Antonio Romero
Winkie Two: Amanda Vasquez
Winkie Three / Lily: Amber Snyder

Golden Crow / Ida: Mia Sterbini

Angeline the Patchwork Girl: Leigh Marie
Seesaw the Sawhorse/ Dream 5/ Ozian 5: Tau Bennett
Man 1 / Dream 4 / Ozian 4: Tom Foran

The performance runs 50 minutes with no ntermission



Anthony-Michael Stokes (The Scarecrow/Stepney Fisher) a Chicago based
multidisciplinary teaching artist and award-winning educator. Originally from El
Paso TX, he holds B.F.A’s in music theatre and dance and a Master’s in Education.
He has trained as a puppeteer with the Jim Henson Company and the Sesame
Street Puppeteer workshop. He was awarded a 2023 Production Grant, a 2022
Workshop Grant, and the 2023 O’Neill Residency from The Jim Henson Foundation
for his work The Scarecrow. He is also currently a 23-24 La MaMa Resident Artist
and 2024-2025 Chicago Puppet Lab Artist. What fuels him as a creative is finding
a clear perspective and cause to tell a story that will inspire, educate, and allow
for self-reflection. He loves to package a thoroughly entertaining story that when
you least expect it, hits you with a deep moment that can change your entire
perspective. He wants his work to enlighten, empower and entertain while using
puppetry, music and theatre to connect everything. | am so grateful to God for this
ever-evolving journey of life and opportunity, for my family (Mom and Grams) and
to the artists and individuals who have joined me on this journey, supported each
other and held me up so that we could share this story.

Tau Bennett (Sawhorse) is a puppeteer, writer, director, and teaching artist from
Brooklyn, New York. He'’s been building his own puppets since the age of ten
and appeared in the documentary, Being Elmo: a Puppeteer’s Journey (2011). His
professional puppetry career started in 2015. Some of his TV credits include
Sesame Street (HBO), Donkey Hodie (PBS), and Helpsters (Apple TV). He has
appeared on stage in Jessica Simon'’s production of Ruby and Charlie at the Eugene
O’Neill Theater Center (2018), Spencer Lott's 9000 Paper Balloons at HERE Arts
(2019), and Concrete Temple’s production of Ernie’s Secret Life (2024). In further
collaboration with Concrete Temple, Tau wrote the script for The Spirit of the Sea,
directed by Fatima Sambo Shoenfelder (2024) and performed in a presentation
of it as a work in progress at Dixon Place. Tau is a marionettist with the Swedish
Cottage Marionette Theater in Central Park since 2023, and has been a virtual and
in-person teaching artist with Puppetry in Practice and Little Shadow Productions
since 2022. Tau continues to develop his own projects - most notably, the surreal
sketch comedy show, Cold Sober, which aired on BRIC TV in the autumn of 2023,
and can now be viewed on YouTube, where much of his independent work resides.
He occasionally performs live with Cold Sober at various venues around New York
City.

Tom Foran (Man 1) is an actor, burlesque performer, carpenter, clown, puppeteer,
and very rarely, a writer. He gained his BFA from the University of Connecticut in
2011 and is the co-founder of Blunt Objects Theatre, an anarchist theatrical punk
troupe. He is honored and excited to be working on The Scarecrow!

Zachery Garner (Professor H.M Wogglebug.T.E) is a Puppeteer and Actor, who has
worked with Mesner Puppet Theater for over 10 years on productions such as, The
Dinosaur Show, Anansi the Spider, The Shipwreck Show and a web series called In the
Workshop. As well as a performer Zachery is also a talented puppet builder and
designer, in some cases Zachery could be designing, building and performing all for
the same show. In addition to his work with Mesner Puppets now called What If



Puppets, he was also a member of the Kansas City Improv Company where he was
one of the youngest people to join the team at 19 years old. In 2021 he had the
privilege to be a part of The Henson Company’s puppeteering training workshop,
learning from Donna Kimball, Kevin Clash, Daniele Gaither, and Patrick Brestow.
Since 2022 Zach has been part of a web series called KikaBou in which he plays an
imaginative Prairie Dog named Bouba, teaching kids about the wonders of nature
and earth stewardship. He recently ended a run of Little Shop Of Horrors where he
puppeteered the larger than life Audrey Il at the Kansas City Repertory Theater.
Last year Zachery was honored to be a part of the original workshopping of The
Scarecrow in Connecticut at the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center, and is very happy
to be back in the land of Oz.

Leigh Marie (Angeline the Patchwork Girl), 34, a seasoned performer since age
13, boasts classical vocal training and a repertoire featuring productions like Ain’t
Misbehavin, Monty Python Spamalot, and The 25th Anniversary Sir Tim Rice Concert.
Introduced to puppeteering last March at the Eugene O’'Neill Conservatory with
The Scarecrow production, she finds honor in collaborating with Anthony and
strives to make the entire cast and crew proud.

Antonio Romero Jr (Winkie -Ojo the Loco/Man 2), 33, is so honored to be a part
of The Scarecrow’s journey! Born and raised in El Paso, Tx. Antonio is an eccentric
Actor and Drag performer who received their BFA in Theater Performance at The
University of Texas at El Paso. Past roles and Productions include Jason/ Tyrone
(Hand to Godl), Frog (A year with Frog and Toad), C.B. (Dog Sees God) and Misha (Lydia)
Which Earned him the National award for Outstanding Performance by an Actor
in a play at the Kennedy Center American College Theater Festival 2018. Antonio
would like to extend a huge thank you to Anthony Michael Stokes for trusting them
with the role and bringing them along for the Adventure! Cheers to heading back
down the road!

Amber Snyder (Winkie 3/Lily White/Mombi) is a Chicago based creative that has
been practicing the art of storytelling for many years through multiple mediums
including stage, screen, audio and puppetry. Her creative evolution would not
be possible though without training from places like Rough House Theater Co,
LAMDA and Second City. If you're still curious about this Amber person, you can
find her short film Evermore Nevermore (awarded Best Adapted Film in the 2021
Poe Film Festival of Richmond, Virginia) on Vimeo. Or perhaps you would enjoy
Amber’s original audio storytelling adventures of Star Stuff Stories on Spotify or
Apple Podcasts? But enough about her, please enjoy the magical ride that is The
Scarecrow.

Mia Sterbini (Gold Crow/Ida Bells/Locasta) is an artist & cultural worker based in
Harlem. As an actor, they have worked Off-Broadway (Breaking the Binary Theatre,
the cell theatre, INTAR, Daryll Roth I, The Brick, Playwrights Horizons Labs...),
regionally & on a number of developing new works. Recent film: George C. Wolfe/
Netflix’s Rustin, Dola Rashad’s Gemini + Gemelli & Netflix’s Ladies First. Graduate of
Point Park University's BFA Acting.



Amanda Vasquez (Winkie 2-Nunkie Unc), has been a member of El Paso theatre
companies: Shakespeare on the Rocks, and Los Actores, since 2012. She has also
performed in several productions with The El Paso Playhouse, The Jewel Box Series,
and EPCC. Amanda is also a singer, as well as a film and television actor. She has
featured in the local independent films Where One Stands, Save Me, and is currently
In-Production for the film 22 Weeks, and can be seen on ChicanoHollywoodTV'’s
Aim For The Heart, as recurring character, Jackie Corrales.

David Jackson (Production Stage Manager) is thankful & privileged to be a
part of this amazing team of artists. Holding a BFA in Stage Management from
Syracuse University, David has been a Stage Manager for numerous Off-Broadway
productions, workshops, and development residencies. Currently a Stage Manager
for Sleep No More (Punchdrunk/Emursive Productions, The Mckittrick Hotel),
other recent credits include: National Puppetry Conference ‘23 (Stage Coordinator,
Eugene O’Neill Theatre Center), The Scarecrow (PSM - La MaMa Residency, PSM
- Jim Henson Residency @ the Eugene O’Neill Theatre Center), & Dialogue of the
Carmelites (PSM, Bronx Opera). Love to Mum, Dad, & Eileen.

Eileen Brennan (Scenic Artist) is so grateful for an opportunity to be a part of such
a talented team! Holding a BFA in Theatre Design and Technology from Oakland
University in Michigan Eileen's Off-Broadway credits include The Play That Goes
Wrong (New World Stages), Little Shop of Horrors (New World Stages) and Sandra
(Vineyard Theatre). Eileen primarily works as a Second Scenic Artist at Pink Sparrow
to fabricate and install interactive marketing experiences for clients both in and out
of New York City. Opportunities to work on creative works like The Scarecrow are
the types of fulfilling experiences that she lives for! Thanks to her brother, Clay,
and her fiancé, David, for their endless support.

Bakari Prigg (Lighting Designer) is a professional puppeteer with a career spanning
20vyears. He's trained by puppeteers from Sesame Street, The Jim Henson Company,
and Disney’s The Muppets. In 2017, he created an Alabama-based puppet troupe,
Under His Strings. In 2019, he performed at Sesame Place as a puppeteer for
the inaugural year of their first puppet-based show Our Street is Sesame Street. In
addition to his puppetry career, Bakari is a concert and theatre light designer in the
IATSE union. He's been a professional designer since 2015. People will see most
of his work in Huntsville, Alabama where he collaborates with local community
theatre companies such as Theatre Huntsville, Fantasy Playhouse, and Lyrique
Music Production. Other venues and organizations he's worked with include places
such as The Eugene O’Neill Theatre Center, Oakwood University and its affiliates,
University of Alabama in Huntsville, The Von Braun Center, and Dream Theatre.

Don Cieslik (Projections Designer) is an NYC based video designer and programmer.
Originally from El Paso, Texas, where he and Anthony first met and worked together
at the UTEP Dinner Theater. Don has worked as a video programmer for multiple
Broadway shows including, The Sound Inside, The Lehman Trilogy, The Great Gatsby,
The Wiz, among others. Additionally he has served as the associate video content
designer for Disney Cruise Line’s stage productions of The Little Mermaid and The
Tale of Moana.



The Scarecrow is made possible with support from Cheryl Henson and
the Jim Henson Foundation, the Eugene O'Neill Arts Center, and indi-
vidual donors.

Executive Producers
*Melissa Nichelle Stokes

Producers - $1,000+

*Dr. Fey Lafon & Robert Postman
*Ibrahim Salais

*Trisha Holmes

$500+
*El Paso Community Foundation

$200+
*Josy Pickett
*Pastor Kerney Perry

$150+
*Karen Elmore Harrison
*Betty K. Stokes

$100

*Luisa Bowcutt
*Rhonda Rikki Smith
*1st Lady Adele Johnson
*Elaine Best
*Roxanna Myhrum
*Irma Acosta
*Sheana Tobey
*Anthony A. Labriola
*Forest VanDyke
*Caitlin Swahn
*Vitex Probasco
*Bruce Cannon
*Agent Noodle
*Tiffany D Mitchenor
*Lindsey Briggs
*Adam Zarowski



La MaMa Puppet Festival

Denise Greber, Director and Curator
Federico Restrepo, Producing Director

Tech Support: Mark Tambella-Technical Director, Jack Reynolds-
Assistant Technical Director, Bryce Harnick, Aaron Conover, Rodney
Perez-Lighting Supervisors, Diego Las Heras-Sound Supervisor, Gloria
Gomez-Video.

Crew: Niels Blum

Light Tech and Operators: Henry Cruz, Hesler Garcia, Rook Shaw,
Camille Cooper, Daniela Flores, Lee Rivas, Jessica Dunn, Cassie
Dietrich

Sound Tech and Operators: Dalton Chavez, Sophie Yuging Nie,
Shaagnik Mukherji

The 11th La MaMa Puppet Festival Fall 2024 is made possible by the New
York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council,
the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the
Governor and the New York State Legislature, the Accién Cultural Espaiola
(AC/E), the Cultural Office of the Spanish Embassy in Washington DC and the
Cultural Office of the Consulate General of Spain in New York, the Howard
Gilman Foundation, The Jim Henson Foundation, the Québec Government
Office in New York, Puppet Slam Network, Radio Drama Network, The
Shubert Foundation. Additional support from Cheryl Henson is gratefully
acknowledged.



A full program with information on this
production can be found on the
The Scarecrow
page of the La MaMa website.

In addition you can scan the
QR code Poster located in the theatre
lobby for access to the digital program.



LA MAMA

RESTORE A BUILDING
REMAKE A WORLD

T

Rendering: 74 East 4th St.

La MaMa'’s historic, landmark building at 74 East 4th Street underwent an urgently needed complete
renovation and restoration to preserve the historic facade, create building-wide ADA accessibility, and
provide much needed performance, exhibition and community space for decades to come.

La MaMa, founded by Ellen Stewart in 1961, has been on east 4th Street since 1967. La MaMa
embraces every person in its community and is legendary as the place where new artists of all nations,

cultures, races, and identities are given opportunities. It is the place where art begins.

To learn more about the renovation, or to make a donation please visit www.lamama.org/remakeaworld



La MaMa Staff

Richie Adomako
Digital Marketing & Strategy

Erick Alonso
Marketing Manager

Armando Arias
Building Superintendent

Braulio Basilio
Box Office Supervisor

William Electric Black
Poetry Electric Curator

Niels Blumel
Crew

[Murielle Borst-Tarrant
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation
Playwright in Residence

Marc Bovino
Graphic Design

Zac Branciforte
Crew

Rocco Candela-Michelus
Crew

Theo Cote
Photographer/Videographer

David Diamond
La MaMa Umbria Coordinator

Gilberto Diaz-Flores
Front of House

Bejunior Fallon
Front of House

Amanda Figueroa
Front of House

Kaori Fujiyabu
Deputy Director of Development

Mary Fulham
Managing Director

Michal Gamily
Coffeehouse Chronicles Curator

Elissa Goetschius
Front of House

Kylie Goetz
Archive Digital and Special Projects
Manager

Gloria Gomez
Technician

Goldstein Hall PLLC
Attorneys

Devon Granmo
Facility and Rentals Manager

Denise Greber
Director of Artistic Operations

Jeremy Guerra
Crew

Tulein Hamdan
Front of House

Piruz Haney
Archive Digitization & Metadata
Specialist

Miriam Grill
Education Outreach Coordinator

Allison Hsu
Digital Marketing Manager

Begum “Begsy” Inal

Development & Marketing Coordinator

John Issendorf
Director of Audience Development

Diego Las Heras
Sound Supervisor

Thomas Linehan
IT Support

Ali Molaei
Front of House

Sarah Rae Murphy
Associate Producer

Matt Nasser
Experiments Reading Series Coordinator

Nicky Paraiso
Programming Director-The Club
La MaMa Moves! Curator

Beverly Petty
Producing Director

Ryan Pangracs
Front of House

Diana Pou
Front of House

Daniel Rabinowitz
Front of House

Naima Randolph
Front of House

Pearse Redmond
Technician

Federico Restrepo
Puppet Series Producing Director

Jack Reynolds
Assistant Technical Director

Johanna Ring
Institutional Giving Manager

Ozzie Rodriguez
Director Of Archive

Mateo Rodriguez-Hurtado
Great Jones Reception

Will Rossiter
Technician

Sam Rudy Media
Press Representative

Kiku Sakai
Accounts Manager

Jane Catherine Shaw
Front of House Staff

Melissa Slattery
Capital Accounts Manager

Dani Stompor
Archive Digitization & Metadata
Specialist

Studio Jg Lecat/Jean-Guy Lecat
Theatre Consultant

Shigeko Suga
Archive Associate

Mark Tambella
Technical Director

Mariana Tinoco
Front of House

Ursula Tinoco
Front of House Supervisor

Martin Valdez
Building Superintendent Asst.

Madai Valdez
Porter

Taylor Wood
Individual Giving Officer

Mia Yoo
Artistic Director

Sasa Yung
Front of House



YOUR SUPPORT MAKES ART HAPPEN

We thank our supporters who are indispensable to La MaMa as we continue to expand
andstrengthen ourartisticcommunity.You help make spaceforartiststo createand share
new stories, present diverse perspectives, and keep us all connected in our 63rd Season!

63rd Season General Operating Support:
Doris Duke Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, Mellon Foundation,
Radio Drama Network, and The Shubert Foundation

Radio Drama Network
ID DORIS DUKE Mellon _
FOUNDATION Foundation
: ?IYIMAA'F : TJ}J SHUBERT Supporting the Spoken Word
FOUNDATION FOUNDATION ic.

Public support provided by:
National Endowment for the Arts, New York State Council on the Arts with the
support of the Governor, and the New York State Legislature, New York City Department
of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the City Council.

NATIONAL .
moowmentARTS mcmt_ural NEWYORK | Council on
—————————arts.gov

Affalrs SPPORTUNITY. the Arts
July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024 $50,000-$94,999 (continued)Save  $10,000-$24,999 (continued)
LA MAMA GRATEFULLY America’s Treasures/ U.S. National | ake Placid Center for the Arts
ACKNOWLEDGES THE Park Service/Institute of Museum §3rah Lederman
GENEROUS SUPPORT OF: and Library Services Cosmo Roe/ Goldman Sachs
The Jim Henson Foundation Annual Giving Fund

$100,000+ The Estate of Harold C. Walker Beatrice Snyder Foundation
Booth Ferris Foundation* The Spingold Foundation
Donald Capoccia and $25,000-$49,999 The SQA Foundation

Tommie Pegues® The Asian American Foundation Deborah Tolman and Luis Ubifias
Doris Duke Foundation Council on Library and Candice and Joel Zwick
The Haney Family Charitable Fund ~ Information Resources
Wendy vanden Heuvel/ Steven B. Malkenson/ Malkenson $5,000-$9,999

JKW Foundation* Foundation* Jody and John Arnhold
Howard Gilman Foundation* Lise Olney and Timothy W. Fulham  Axe-Houghton Foundation
Mellon Foundation The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels  Eygene “the poogene” Chai
National Historical Publications Foundation Fiordellisi Williams Family

and Records Commission Trust for Mutual Understanding Foundation
New York City Department of Robert Goldberg/ Yorke

Cultural Affairs $10,000-$24,999 Construction Company

New York State Council on the Arts Aponymou§ . . The Harkness Foundation
Melina Brown/ Radio Drama Villa Albertine/ Albertine Foundation for Dance

Frank Carucci and David Diamond

Network - Karen Hauser and Warren Leight
Rockefeller Brothers Fund Con Edison . Cheryl L. Henson
The Shubert Foundation The Gladys.KrlebIe Delmas The Hyde and Watson Foundation
Thompson Family Foundation* Foun(?atlon . van Itallie Foundation

Mertz Gilmore Foundation The Curtis W. McGraw

$50,000-$99,999 Matthew Hall/ Goldstein Hall PLLC Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts ~ Marta Heflin Foundation Estelle Parsons
National Endowment for the Wendy vanden Heuvel/ Richard Pinner

Humanities Distracted Globe Foundation Richenthal Foundation



$5,000-$9,999 (continued)

The Jerome Robbins Foundation

Jon and Allison Stockel Charitable
Gift Fund

Liangtee Tue

United Federation of Teachers,
Local 2 AFT

$1,000-$4,499

Anonymous

The 1848 Foundation

Lucy P. Allen and John Rhodes

Erden Arkan

Page Ashley

Christina A. Back

Winsome Brown and Claude Arpels

Beyer Blinder Belle Architects &
Planners LLP

Linda Camarasana

Peggy Chane

Jacqueline Chu

Jane and John Comfort

Mary Crowley

Frederic Duchac

Alice and Jon Flint

Elise Frick and John A. Garraty

Margaret Fulham

Laurie Goldberger and Leslie Kogod

The John Golden Fund

Mark Hallock*

Jill Hanekamp

H.B. Henson Fund/ The Puppet
Slam Network

Buck Henry and Irene Ramp
Charitable Trust

Glenn Hill and Peter Rider

Humanities New York

Kim Ima

O-Lan Jones

William Kelley and Juan Escobar

Stephan Kennard and Roger
Cacchiotti/ Canard Inc.

Helen Kim-Bordes

The Lambs Foundation

Lucille Lortel Foundation

Wiley McCarthy

Bridget Bobel Mclntyre

The Ima Miller Foundation

Mocha Cares Foundation/
Miles Ahead Entertainment
and Broadcasting

Leslie Morioka

Mary Mullin and Frederick Lough*

Carol Ostrow

Margaret H. Parker

Mary Parker and Damon Smith

Christy Pennoyer/
The William C. Bullitt Foundation

Susan Polese

$1,000-$4,499 (continued)
Catherine Porter

Michael Pressel/ RPO Inc.
Robertson Foundation

James E. Reynolds

The James E. Robison Foundation
Gerald Rosberg

Joan A. Rose

Pierre Rougier

Sam Rudy

Wynn Salisch

Moira Smith/ M&T Bank

Teal Pond Foundation

Theatre Development Fund TAP Plus
Zishan Ugurlu

Hillary Webb

Bon Yagi/ T.I.C. Restaurant Group
Thomas Young

*Avery special THANK YOU! to all who contributed to
La MaMa’s Capital Campaign to restore and rebuild our
landmark building at 74A East 4th Street

La MaMa is deeply grateful for the support of the Estate
of Harold C. Walker, and the late beloved James Reynolds.

Board Of Directors

Frank Carucci
President

Joan Rose
Vice President

Donald A. Capoccia
Treasurer

Richard Pinner
Secretary

Byung Koo Ahn
Eugene Chai

Jane Friedman
Mary Fulham
Timothy W. Fulham
Matthew Hall
Steven B. Malkenson
Wynn J. Salisch
Luis A. Ubinas
Scott Wittman

Mia Yoo

Joel Zwick



To receive information regarding upcoming events at
La MaMa or to make a donation, please go to lamama.org

La MaMa, 66 East 4t St., New York, NY 10003
If You Like It, Share It
We want to hear from YOU!

SEARCH FACEBOOK.COM:
La MaMA ExPerRIMENTAL THEATRE CLuB

FoLLow us oN TwiTTER @ LAMAMAETC
FoLLow us oN INsTaAckRaM @LAMAMAETC

FOR TICKETS
VisIT LAMAMA.ORG OR CaLL 212-352-3101
NOW PLAYING COMING SOON
La MaMa Puppet Festival The People vs. Nature
Oct 24 - Nov 17, 2024 Nov 7-17, 2024
All La MaMa Venues Ellen Stewart Theatr.e
La MaMa Puppet Festival
The Scarecrow
ouT
Nov1-3, 2024 Nov 8-10, 2024
Ellen Stewart Theatre The Club
La MaMa Puppet Festival La MaMa Puppet Festival
Kindred Widows La MaMa Kids:Woods
Nov 1-3, 2024 Nov 9-10, 2024
The Downstairs Community Arts Space
La MaMa Puppet Festival La MaMa Puppet Festival
Secrets History Remembers Tipi Tales from the Stoop
Nov 1-3, 2024 Nov 8 - 10, 2024
The Club The Downstairs
La MaMa Puppet Festival Puppet Slam
La MaMa Kids: Make a Mask Nov%ﬁé éélldb2024
Celebrating “Day of the Dead” La MaMa Puppet Festival
Nov 3, 2024
Building 74A Lobby Agamemnon: The Circle of Blood
La MaMa Puppet Festival Nov 14 - 24, 2024

The Downstairs



