
The Club
74a East 4th Street, NYC, 10003 

March 22, 2025

Coffeehouse Chronicles 
#179: Bloolips

With  
Lavinia Co-op, Jimmy Camicia, Peggy Shaw, and Lois Weaver 

Moderated by Linda Simpson 
Curated by Michal Gamily 



Coffeehouse Chronicles #179: Bloolips  
Curated by Michal Gamily

With  
Lavinia Co-op, Jimmy Camicia, Peggy Shaw, and Lois Weaver 

Moderated by Linda Simpson 
Video Clip Segments from Bette Bourne interview by Artifacts, 

Directed and Edited by Steven Watson 
Video Clip in the lobby Polari by Artifacts 

Media Editor & Programer: Jane Catherine Shaw 
Pictures by Bloolips and Keith Gemerek

Jimmy Camicia was born in New York City and raised in Elizabeth, New Jersey. 
He attended the University of Miami and Bard College. He has lived in London, 
Marrakesh, and Berlin, and came to New York in the early 1970s. Soon thereafter he 
founded Hot Peaches, an openly gay theater troupe. The company presented shows 
over 25 years, from 1972 to 1997, in New York, London, Amsterdam and Berlin, 
and across much of Italy, Holland and Germany. It was in 1976 in London that Bette 
joined the company, touring and performing with us throughout Europe. 

Londons East End to Lower East side, Lavinia Co-op. Foundling Member, 1977 of 
the “BLOOLIPS”: a Gay Musical Theater Comedy Troupe Touring Europe N.America. 
Performance Artist. Drag Queen Performed in front of the Pr of Wales, Duke of 
Wellington, Queen Vic and other Pubs!

Since emerging from NYC’s East Village drag scene in the late 1980s, Linda Simpson 
has racked up a long list of creative endeavors, including nightlife promoter, writer, 
actor, gameshow host, publisher of the underground gay magazine My Comrade, and 
drag her-storian with her touring slideshow The Drag Explosion, which features her 
photos of NYC’s drag subculture in the 1980s and ‘90s.

Steven Watson is the founder of www.artifacts.movie, an online treasure trove of 
video oral histories–from Bette Bourne and Lavinia Coop to Quentin Crisp and Holly 
Woodlawn. He has written six books about the American avant-garde.

Founded in New York in 1980 with Deb Margolin, Split Britches continues with 
the duo and solo work of foundational lesbian performance artists Lois Weaver 
and Peggy Shaw. Today our work is internationally recognized and has been the 
recipient of several prestigious grants and awards, including Doris Duke, US 
Artists, Guggenheim, and the Wellcome Trust. We create new forms by exploiting 
old conventions. Our work borrows from classical texts and popular myths, but its 
true sources are the details of everyday life. The work is personal, bordering on the 
private. It relies on moments rather than plot, relationships rather than story. 



Slideshow

   •   Opening Clip: In the Beginning by Artifacts
   •   Introduction: Linda introduces herself and Lavinia

Bette Interview Clips & Talks:

   •   Video Clip: Bette interview by Artifacts — Introduction
   •   Talk
   •   Video Clip: Bette interview by Artifacts — Gay Liberation
   •   Talk
   •   Video Clip: Bette interview by Artifacts — No Politics
   •   Video Clip: Stinky Bun’s

 
Live Performance:

   •   Lavinia performs Scream Out Tits Off

More Bette Clips & Talks:

   •   Video Clip: Bette interview by Artifacts — Wearing a Dress
   •   Talk: Jimmy, Lois & Peggy
   •   Video Clip: Bette sings Yin and Yang (lyrics by Jimmy Camicia) — 
Lavinia joins, performing alongside the clip
   •   Talk: Hot Peaches and Split Britches
   •   Video Clip: Belle Reprieve
   •   Talk: Split Britches
   •   Video Clip: Belle Reprieve (second clip)
   •   Video Clip: Bette interview by Artifacts — Finding Home

Final Performances & Closing:

   •   Live Performance: Lavinia performs Mambo
   •   Talk
   •   Video Clip: Hackney
   •   Video Clip: Bette interview by Artifacts — Try It on the Streets
   •   Sing-Along: Lavinia with the audience
   •   The End



A full program with information on this 
production can be found on the  

Coffeehouse Chronicles #179: Bloolips
page of the La MaMa website.

In addition you can scan the  
QR code Poster located in the theatre 
lobby for access to the digital program.



La MaMa’s historic, landmark building at 74 East 4th Street underwent an urgently needed complete 
renovation and restoration to preserve the historic façade, create building-wide ADA accessibility, and 
provide much needed performance, exhibition and community space for decades to come.
 
La MaMa, founded by Ellen Stewart in 1961, has been on east 4th Street since 1967. La MaMa 
embraces every person in its community and is legendary as the place where new artists of all nations, 
cultures, races, and identities are given opportunities. It is the place where art begins. 
 
To learn more about the renovation, or to make a donation please visit www.lamama.org/remakeaworld

RESTORE A BUILDING 
REMAKE A WORLD

LA MAMA

Rendering: 74 East 4th St.
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July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 
LA MAMA GRATEFULLY  
ACKNOWLEDGES THE  
GENEROUS SUPPORT OF:  
 
$100,000+ 
Booth Ferris Foundation* 
Donald Capoccia and  
     Tommie Pegues* 
Doris Duke Foundation 
The Haney Family Charitable Fund 
Wendy vanden Heuvel/ 
     JKW Foundation* 
Howard Gilman Foundation* 
Mellon Foundation 
National Historical Publications    
     and Records Commission 
New York City Department of 
     Cultural Affairs 
New York State Council on the Arts 
Melina Brown/ Radio Drama        
     Network 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund 
The Shubert Foundation 
Thompson Family Foundation*

$50,000-$99,999 
National Endowment for the Arts 
National Endowment for the         
     Humanities

$50,000-$94,999 (continued)Save 
America’s Treasures/ U.S. National  
     Park Service/Institute of Museum  
     and Library Services 
The Jim Henson Foundation 
The Estate of Harold C. Walker

$25,000-$49,999 
The Asian American Foundation 
     Council on Library and          
     Information Resources 
Steven B. Malkenson/ Malkenson 
     Foundation* 
Lise Olney and Timothy W. Fulham 
The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels     
     Foundation 
Trust for Mutual Understanding

$10,000-$24,999 
Anonymous 
Villa Albertine/ Albertine Foundation 
Frank Carucci and David Diamond 
Con Edison 
The Gladys Krieble Delmas 
     Foundation 
Mertz Gilmore Foundation 
Matthew Hall/ Goldstein Hall PLLC 
Marta Heflin Foundation 
Wendy vanden Heuvel/ 
     Distracted Globe Foundation 

$10,000-$24,999 (continued) 
Lake Placid Center for the Arts 
Sarah Lederman 
Cosmo Roe/ Goldman Sachs           
     Annual Giving Fund 
Beatrice Snyder Foundation 
The Spingold Foundation 
The SQA Foundation 
Deborah Tolman and Luis Ubiñas 
Candice and Joel Zwick

$5,000-$9,999 
Jody and John Arnhold 
Axe-Houghton Foundation 
Eugene “the poogene” Chai 
Fiordellisi Williams Family        
     Foundation 
Robert Goldberg/ Yorke          
     Construction Company 
The Harkness Foundation  
     for Dance 
Karen Hauser and Warren Leight 
Cheryl L. Henson 
The Hyde and Watson Foundation 
van Itallie Foundation 
The Curtis W. McGraw           
     Foundation 
Estelle Parsons 
Richard Pinner 
Richenthal Foundation

We thank our supporters who are indispensable to La MaMa as we continue to expand 
and strengthen our artistic community. You help make space for artists to create and share 
new stories, present diverse perspectives, and keep us all connected in our 63rd Season! 

   63rd Season General Operating Support:  
Doris Duke Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, Mellon Foundation,  
Radio Drama Network, and The Shubert Foundation

 

Public support provided by: 
National Endowment for the Arts, New York State Council on the Arts with the
support of the Governor, and the New York State Legislature, New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the City Council.

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES ART HAPPEN



$5,000-$9,999 (continued) 
The Jerome Robbins Foundation 
Jon and Allison Stockel Charitable 
     Gift Fund 
Liangtee Tue 
United Federation of Teachers, 
     Local 2 AFT

$1,000-$4,499 
Anonymous 
The 1848 Foundation 
Lucy P. Allen and John Rhodes 
Erden Arkan 
Page Ashley 
Christina A. Back 
Winsome Brown and Claude Arpels 
Beyer Blinder Belle Architects & 
     Planners LLP 
Linda Camarasana 
Peggy Chane 
Jacqueline Chu 
Jane and John Comfort 
Mary Crowley 
Frederic Duchac 
Alice and Jon Flint 
Elise Frick and John A. Garraty 
Margaret Fulham 
Laurie Goldberger and Leslie Kogod 
The John Golden Fund 
Mark Hallock* 
Jill Hanekamp 
H.B. Henson Fund/ The Puppet  
     Slam Network 
Buck Henry and Irene Ramp 
     Charitable Trust 
Glenn Hill and Peter Rider 
Humanities New York 
Kim Ima 
O-Lan Jones 
William Kelley and Juan Escobar 
Stephan Kennard and Roger       
     Cacchiotti/ Canard Inc. 
Helen Kim-Bordes 
The Lambs Foundation 
Lucille Lortel Foundation 
Wiley McCarthy 
Bridget Bobel McIntyre 
The Ima Miller Foundation 
Mocha Cares Foundation/ 
     Miles Ahead Entertainment      
     and Broadcasting 
Leslie Morioka 
Mary Mullin and Frederick Lough* 
Carol Ostrow 
Margaret H. Parker 
Mary Parker and Damon Smith 
Christy Pennoyer/ 
     The William C. Bullitt Foundation 
Susan Polese 

$1,000-$4,499 (continued) 
Catherine Porter 
Michael Pressel/ RPO Inc. 
Robertson Foundation 
James E. Reynolds 
The James E. Robison Foundation 
Gerald Rosberg 
Joan A. Rose 
Pierre Rougier 
Sam Rudy 
Wynn Salisch 
Moira Smith/ M&T Bank 
Teal Pond Foundation 
Theatre Development Fund TAP Plus 
Zishan Ugurlu 
Hillary Webb 
Bon Yagi/ T.I.C. Restaurant Group 
Thomas Young

*A very special THANK YOU! to all who contributed to 
La MaMa’s Capital Campaign to restore and rebuild our 
landmark building at 74A East 4th Street 
 
La MaMa is deeply grateful for the support of the Estate 
of Harold C. Walker, and the late beloved James Reynolds.
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Joel Zwick



To receive information regarding upcoming events at  
La MaMa or to make a donation,  please go to lamama.org 

La MaMa, 66 East 4th St., New York, NY  10003

If You Like It, Share It
We want to hear from YOU! 
Search Facebook.com:

La mama experimentaL theatre cLub

 

 
Follow us on twitter @LAMAMAETC

Follow us on instagram @LAMAMAETC 
For tiCKets

Visit lamama.org or Call 212-352-3101

COMING SOON

La MaMa Moves! Dance Festival
April 10-May 4, 2025 
All 4 La MaMa Venues

Class Dismissed
April 18- May 4, 2025 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

EXAM
May 8-11, 2025 

Ellen Stewart Theatre

Those Who Remained
May 8-18, 2025 

The Club 

Seagull: True Story
May 16-June 1, 2025 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

La MaMa Kids:  
The Sweet Tales of Piloncillo & Tejocote

May 17-18, 2025 
Community Arts Space

NOW PLAYING

Metamorphoses
March 7-23, 2025 

Ellen Stewart Theatre

Above Ground  
– not exactly a comedy

March 13-23, 2025 
The Club

Infinity
March 20-23, 2025 

The Downstairs

Swallows
March 28-April 6, 2025 

The Downstairs

Sur
March 29-April 6, 2025 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

La MaMa Kids:  
Distance Learning

April 5, 2025 
Community Arts Space


