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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

Beneath New York’s skyline are thousands of migration stories 
about leaving, arriving, belonging, and starting over. Every city 
is built from stories—some become history, while most remain 
invisible.

“Migration Diary. New York City Edition” is dedicated to those 
invisible stories: the ones that unfold in kitchens, airports, and 
late-night phone calls, in the spaces between departure and 
arrival. Because migration is not only about those who leave—it 
is also about those who stay, those who wait, and all of us who 
continue crossing invisible borders throughout our lives.

Presented by La MaMa in collaboration with the Romanian 
Cultural Institute in New York in partnership with “I.L. 
Caragiale” National Theatre of Bucharest. With the support 
of the Ministry of Culture of Romania, and additional support 
of the Consulate General of Portugal to New York



Carmen Lidia Vidu (Director) is a Romanian theatre and documentary film 
director based in Bucharest, whose work spans theatre, film, installation, and 
visual arts. 

For over two decades, her practice has been driven by a single impulse: listening 
to real people and turning their stories into art.

She is the only director in Romania to have received both the country’s highest 
theatre directing award and its highest documentary film award — and only 
the third woman in Romanian theatre history to be honoured in this way. 
Since 2017, she has served as multimedia director for the George Enescu 
International Festival, one of the world’s premier classical music events.

Her work at the festival earned two nominations at the International Opera 
Awards. In 2026, her video mapping work received the Silver Trophy at the 
Eventex Awards in the Art Event category. 

Her directing vision has also crossed into fashion: Vogue Italia featured her 
work in both 2025 and 2026.

Press coverage of her work has appeared in Deutsche Welle, Radiotelevisione 
Italiana, Le Point, Tribune de Genève, and The Theatre Times. Her projects have 
been presented in Germany, Austria, Belgium, Italy, India, Australia, and the 
United States. https://www.carmenlidiavidu.com

CAST

Sam Xu (actress) is an actress based in Brooklyn, originally from Datong, whose 
artistic work unfolds at the intersection of film and theatre. Trained under the 
renowned acting teacher Susan Batson, Sam Xu has developed a remarkable 
international career through her involvement in major film productions. Among 
her achievements is her participation in the short film Three, selected for the 
La Cinéfondation competition and premiered at the Cannes Film Festival in 
2024. She has also appeared in productions such as Challengers, directed 
by Luca Guadagnino, and Confess, Fletch, directed by Greg Mottola, further 
consolidating her presence in the contemporary American film industry.

Lia Fietz (actress) is an award-winning actress working between the United 
States and Europe, distinguished by her linguistic and performative versatility. 
Based in New York City, with professional connections in Portugal and Berlin, 
Lia trained at the Lee Strasberg Theatre and Film Institute and completed the 
full improvisation program at Upright Citizens Brigade. Active in both film and 
improvisational theatre, she is a member of the independent troupe Up To No 
God. Her recent projects include the short film The Reminder, which received 
multiple international awards, including at the Berlin Indie Shorts Film Festival 
and the World Film Festival Cannes. A member of SAG-AFTRA, Lia Fietz 
performs in English, Portuguese, and German.



Ellen Ko (actress) is an award-winning actress and improviser based in New 
York City, whose artistic practice focuses on comedy and physical theatre, 
with influences from clowning, mask work, and mime. She has performed in 
theatres across New York, at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, and in numerous 
independent film productions. Alongside her stage work, Ellen serves as 
Artistic Director of Floor Five Theatre Company and as Adjunct Professor of 
Theatre at NYU Tisch School of the Arts, where she contributes to the training 
of new generations of artists. Her artistic practice reflects an interdisciplinary 
approach and an ongoing interest in exploring physical expressivity and comic 
language in a contemporary context.

Ana-Maria Bandean (actress) is an award-winning actress and producer 
based in New York City, with a strong international artistic background and 
professional experience spanning Europe and the United States. She has 
performed on stages in Bucharest, London, Edinburgh, and New York. In film, 
she received the “Best Upcoming Comedic Actress” award at the International 
Film Festival Manhattan for “Curbside Pickup”. In addition to performing, Ana-
Maria has extensive behind-the-scenes production experience, including work 
as a producer, script supervisor, and in the art department. 

David Gibbs/DARR Publicity (Press Representative) (he/him) is the founder of 
DARR Publicity, a boutique entertainment press agency specializing in theater, 
comedy, dance, film, music and unique theatrical events. David has publicized 
shows at many Off-Broadway and Off-Off-Broadway venues throughout 
NYC. His clients have won Drama Desk, Lucille Lortel, Obie and Off Broadway 
Alliance Awards, and have been nominated for Bessie and Chita Rivera Awards. 
www.DarrPublicity.com



A full program with information on 
this production can be found on the La 

MaMa website page of  
MIGRATION DIARY.  

NEW YORK CITY EDITION
 

Scan the QR code Poster located in 
the theatre lobby for access to detailed 

information on this program.



La MaMa’s historic, landmark building at 74 East 4th Street underwent an urgently needed complete 
renovation and restoration to preserve the historic façade, create building-wide ADA accessibility, and 
provide much needed performance, exhibition and community space for decades to come.
 
La MaMa, founded by Ellen Stewart in 1961, has been on east 4th Street since 1967. La MaMa 
embraces every person in its community and is legendary as the place where new artists of all nations, 
cultures, races, and identities are given opportunities. It is the place where art begins. 
 
To learn more about the renovation, or to make a donation please visit www.lamama.org/remakeaworld

RESTORE A BUILDING 
REMAKE A WORLD

LA MAMA

Rendering: 74 East 4th St.
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July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025 
LA MAMA GRATEFULLY  
ACKNOWLEDGES THE  
GENEROUS SUPPORT OF:  
 
$100,000+ 
Anonymous 
Booth Ferris Foundation 
Doris Duke Foundation 
Ford Foundation 
Howard Gilman Foundation 
Mellon Foundation 
National Endowment for the 	     	
    Humanities 
New York City Department of 	   	
    Cultural Affairs 
New York State Council on the Arts 
Melina Brown / Radio Drama 	  	
    Network 
The Shubert Foundation

$50,000-$99,999 
Donald Capoccia and  
     Tommie Pegues 
National Historical Publications 	
     and Records Commission

$25,000-$49,999 
Jody and John Arnhold 
The Lily Auchincloss Foundation

$25,000-$49,999 (continued) 
Mertz Gilmore Foundation Cheryl 
Henson / The Jim Henson       
     Foundation 
Holland & Knight LLP 
The Jerome Foundation 
Steven B. Malkenson/ Malkenson   	
      Foundation 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Lise Olney and Timothy W. Fulham 
The Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels 	
     Foundation 
Trust for Mutual Understanding 
Venturous Theater Fund of the Tides 	
     Foundation 
The Estate of Harold C. Walker

$10,000-$24,999 
Anonymous 
Nicole Ansari and Brian Cox 
Frank Carucci and David Diamond 
Marta Heflin Foundation 
Matthew Hall / Goldstein Hall PLLC 
Wendy vanden Heuvel / Distracted 
     Globe Foundation/ JKW 	  	
     Foundation 
Ima Miller Trust 
Midnight Theatricals 
Leslie Morioka 
Polish Cultural Institute

$10,000-$24,999 (continued) 
Brian Snyder / Granny B&P   	
     Foundation / Beatrice Snyder 	
     Foundation 
Richenthal Foundation 
Cosmo Roe 
The Spingold Foundation 
The SQA Foundation

$5,000-$9,999 
Axe-Houghton Foundation 
Dance Service New York/Dance NYC 
Eugene “the poogene” Chai 
Fiordellisi Williams Family 	     	
     Foundation 
Alice and Jon Flint 
The John Fulham Family Fund  
A. Guettel and C. Smith Charitable 	
     Fund 
The Harkness Foundation for Dance 
Karen Hauser and Warren Leight 
The Hyde and Watson Foundation 
van Itallie Foundation 
The Curtis W. McGraw Foundation 
The McMahon Family Foundation 
Jen Kruse  
Sarah Lederman  
Mary McMahon 
Margaret H. Parker 
Estelle Parsons 

We thank our supporters who are indispensable to La MaMa as we continue to expand 
and strengthen our artistic community. You help make space for artists to create and share 
new stories, present diverse perspectives, and keep us all connected in our 64th Season! 

64th Season Sponsors (7/1/25 - 6/30/26) 
Bloomberg Philanthropies, Doris Duke Foundation, Howard Gilman Foundation, 

Mellon Foundation, Radio Drama Network, and The Shubert Foundation 

    
Public support provided by: 

National Endowment for the Arts, National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission, New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Governor, 
and the New York State Legislature, New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, in 
partnership with the City Council.

YOUR SUPPORT MAKES ART HAPPEN



$5,000-$9,999 (continued) 
Carol Ostrow 
Richard Pinner 
Peter Rider and Glenn Hill 
Jerome Robbins Foundation 
Wynn Salisch 
Sonya Soutus 
Deborah Tolman and Luis Ubiñas

$1,000-$4,499 
Anonymous 
Arthur Adair 
Lucy P. Allen and John Rhodes 
The American LGBTQ+ Museum 
Sara Arno 
Arts FMS 
Page Ashley 
Christina A. Back 
Broadway Cares/ Equity Fights AIDS 
Winsome Brown and Claude Arpels 
Roger Cacchiotti and 
Stephan Kennard 
Peggy Chane 
Ping Chong 
Marylou and Peter Cipolla 
Benson Cohen 
Jane and John Comfort 
Robert Croonquist 
Joseph DeLorenzo 
Claudia Doring-Baez 
Frederic Duchac 
Maura Donohue and Perry Yung 
Jeffrey and Renee Epstein 
The Felder Foundation 
Gloria Feldt 
David Fink and Simon Kinsella 
Fiordellisi Williams Family Foundation 
Elise Frick and John Garraty 
The John Fulham Family Fund 
Damian Giunta 
Robert Goldberg / Yorke Construction 
     Company 
Laurie Goldberger and Leslie Kogod 
The John Golden Fund 
Jill Hanekamp 
Taylor Hanex 
H.B. Henson Fund / The Puppet Slam 
     Network 
Buck Henry and Irene Ramp 
Charitable Trust 
Dorothy Holland 
Richard Holt 
Jackie Judd and John Papanek 
Joan Kane 
William Kelley and Juan Escobar 
Lucille Lortel Foundation 
The Earle I. Mack Foundation, Inc. 
Wiley McCarthy 
Mary Mullin and Frederick Lough 
Matthew Nasser 

$1,000-$4,499 (continued) 
The Mr. Pancks’ Fund at the Chicago 
     Community Foundation 
Margaret H. Parker 
Mary Parker and Damon Smith 
Estelle Parsons 
Christy Pennoyer / The William  
     C. Bullitt Foundation 
Wade Rakes / CareQuest Institute  
     for Oral Health, Inc. 
Richenthal Foundation 
The James E. Robison Foundation 
Glenn Rose 
Joan A. Rose 
Gail Schaevitz 
Marc Shaiman and Louis Mirabal 
Desi Shelton 
Moira Smith / M&T Bank 
Howard and Sarah D. Solomon Foundation 
Kim Savarino and 
     John Maria Gutierrez 
Hillary Webb 
Kathy Westwater 
Bon Yagi / T.I.C. Restaurant Group 
Candice and Joel Zwick 
 
La MaMa is deeply grateful for the support  
of the Estate of Harold C. Walker.   
Board Of Directors   
Frank Carucci 
President  
Donald A. Capoccia 
Vice President  
Joan Rose 
Vice President  
Steven B. Malkenson  
Treasurer  
Richard Pinner 
Secretary 
 
Byung Koo Ahn 
Eugene (the poogene) Chai 
Jane Friedman 
Mary Fulham 
Timothy W. Fulham 
Matthew Hall 
Kevin Jennings 
Rob Laqui 
Wynn J. Salisch 
Luis A. Ubiñas 
Scott Wittman  
Mia Yoo 
Joel Zwick 



To receive information regarding upcoming events at  
La MaMa or to make a donation,  please go to lamama.org

 
La MaMa, 66 East 4th St., New York, NY  10003

If You Like It, Share It
We want to hear from YOU!

 
Search Facebook.com:

La MaMa Experimental Theatre Club
 

Follow us onFaceBook @LAMAMAETC
Follow us on Instagram @LAMAMAETC 

FOR TICKETS
Visit lamama.org Or Call 646-430-5374
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COMING SOON

La MaMa’s
65th 

Season
 

September 2026
Thru

 June 2027

All Venues


