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The Greatest Story Ever 

Paul Budraitis –  
Text, Direction, Performance, Set Design

Evan C. Anderson –  
Light, Sound, Music, Set construction

Elif Sözer –  
Dramaturgy

Prof. John Kendall Wilson and Lennart Laberenz –  
Dramaturgy

Anna Telcs-Druss –  
Costumes

Robert Fisher, PhD –  
Cosmology Consultant

The IllustrisTNG project  
(Volker Springel, project manager)  

– cosmic animations

This performance is dedicated to the loving 
memory of Timothy White Eagle and  

John Kendall Wilson, dear friends and teachers.



Paul Budraitis is a Berlin-based director, performer, and generative artist. 
His artistic practice draws from a fusion of international influences and 
an ongoing, exploration of the mysterious nature of life, death, and human 
connection. Paul earned his master’s degree in theatre directing from the 
Lithuanian Music and Theatre Academy under the mentorship of Jonas 
Vaitkus. He has directed productions in the United States and Europe, 
including at the Lithuanian National Drama Theatre, Seattle Repertory 
Theatre, Intiman Theatre (Seattle), On the Boards (Seattle), and La MaMa 
ETC (NYC). As a performer, he has appeared in productions at the Munich 
Biennale, the Vienna Festival, REDCAT Theatre (LA), and the Under the Radar 
Festival (NYC). Paul’s solo performance, I Love That For You, premiered at 
Acker Stadt Palast (Berlin) and was subsequently presented in New York (La 
MaMa ETC) and Seattle (On the Boards). The Greatest Story Ever premiered 
at ASP and this production at La MaMa marks its U.S. premiere. Paul will be 
based here in New York City starting in 2027.

Evan Anderson is an award-winning lighting designer and composer for 
theater, dance, and film. His lighting work has been presented throughout 
the United States and internationally in Europe and Asia. He regularly 
collaborates with The Wooster Group, zoe | juniper, and Paul Budraitis. He 
is a member of CabinFever, a Burry Fredrik Design Fellow, and a graduate 
of the Yale School of Drama. He releases music under his own name and 
composes for theater and dance.

Elif Sözer is a Berlin-based theatre artist, lecturer, and dramaturge. She 
specializes in physical and developmental theatre. Her professional 
practice encompasses acting, directing, and concept development, with 
a particular focus on collaborative creative processes and the interplay 
of body, text, and space in contemporary performance. She adapted 
Melih Cevdet Anday’s novel Gizli Emir for the stage. The play, which she 
also directed, premiered in Istanbul. For two seasons, she was part of the 
artistic direction team at the Volksbühne Berlin, where she worked as an 
assistant dramaturg and dramaturge. In this role, she collaborated with 
directors such as Claudia Bauer, Lucia Bihler, Susanne Kennedy, and Pınar 
Karabulut. In 2023, she adapted the play Les Pas Pardus / Kayıp Adımlar for 
a Turkish audience in collaboration with director Zeynep Özden. She also 
contributed to the production as a dramaturg and movement director. Elif 
Sözer and Zeynep Özden are joint scholarship recipients of the Tarabya 
Cultural Academy and are currently working on a new, jointly staged 
theatre production, which is scheduled to premiere in Istanbul in 2026.

John Kendall Wilson is Professor Emeritus at Cornish College of the 
Arts, having retired after a remarkable 32-year career in theatre history, 
dramaturgy, technical arts, and the history and theory of performance 
art. Throughout his academic career, he became a strong advocate for 
interdisciplinary collaboration. For him, the success of his career was 
the success of the people he worked with. Most recently, he provided 
dramaturgical support to the performance collective Timothy White Eagle 
and The Violet Triangle, as well as to the solo performance work of Paul 
Budraitis.



Anna Telcs-Druss uses hand-sewing techniques and fabric manipulation 
to create wearable and hung soft sculptures from natural materials. As 
a freelance seamstress and alteration expert, Telcs-Druss works on set 
for advertising and commercial productions, for the red carpet, and for 
celebrities. As a costume designer, she brings characters and movement 
to life with deeply researched character studies, using silhouette and 
materiality to enhance a narrative or scenic image.

Lennart Laberenz is a historian, author, and filmmaker. As a freelance 
journalist, he works for publications including Die Zeit , Der Freitag , and 
the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung . As a filmmaker, he has worked as a 
cinematographer on Christoph Schlingensief’s film Crackling of Time, 
among other projects .

Dr. Robert Fisher is a professor of physics at the University of 
Massachusetts Dartmouth, specializing in computational and theoretical 
astrophysics. His career includes positions at UC Berkeley, where he 
developed numerical solvers and conducted simulations of star formation, 
followed by a postdoctoral fellowship at Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory, where he developed the first quantitative theory of binary 
star distribution. As head of the Astrophysics Group at the University of 
Chicago’s Flash Center, he led international teams in the advancement of 
three-dimensional simulations of thermonuclear supernovae, producing 
widely recognized visualizations. Fisher has held visiting research 
positions at leading institutions worldwide and continues to work on 
new projects with his students in the Fisher Computational Astrophysics 
Group.

The IllustrisTNG Project (Dr. Volker Springel, PI) is a suite of state-of-
the-art cosmological simulations on galaxy formation. Each simulation in 
IllustrisTNG develops a large section of a simulated universe from shortly 
after the Big Bang to the present day, taking into account a multitude of 
physical processes that drive galaxy formation. The simulations enable 
the investigation of a wide range of topics concerning how the universe—
and the galaxies within it—have evolved over time.

This project is made possible by the generous support of: John C. Robinson, 
Josef Krebs, Ariel Glassman, AJ Epstein, Nicole Stellner, Peter Eberhardy, 
Andrius Nemickas, Lenna Koszarny, John Neeleman, Stephen McCandless, 
Andrew Storms, Bebet Caguin, Kairu Yao, Nicole Biskup, Mark Siano, and 
Becky and Rob Witmer.

 



A full program with information on this 
production can be found on the  

La MaMa website page of   
The Greatest Story Ever

In addition you can scan the  
QR code Poster located in the theatre lobby 

for access to the digital program.



La MaMa’s historic, landmark building at 74 East 4th Street underwent an urgently needed complete 
renovation and restoration to preserve the historic façade, create building-wide ADA accessibility, 
and provide much needed performance, exhibition and community space for decades to come.
 
La MaMa, founded by Ellen Stewart in 1961, has been on east 4th Street since 1967. La MaMa 
embraces every person in its community and is legendary as the place where new artists of all 
nations, cultures, races, and identities are given opportunities. It is the place where art begins. 
 
To learn more about the renovation, or to make a donation please visit www.lamama.org/
remakeaworld

RESTORE A BUILDING 
REMAKE A WORLD

LA MAMA

Rendering: 74 East 4th St.



La MaMa Staff
Richie Adomako
Digital Marketing & Strategy

Henry Alper
Front of House

Armando Arias
Building Superintendent

Braulio Basilio
Box Office Supervisor

William Electric Black
Poetry Electric Curator 

Niels Blumel
Crew

Murielle Borst-Tarrant
The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation Playwright in 
Residence 

Marc Bovino
Graphic Design

Rocco Candela-Michelus
Crew

Theo Cote
Photographer/Videographer

Filippo De Capitani
Facility and Rentals Manager

David Diamond
La MaMa Umbria Coordinator

Gilberto Diaz-Flores
Co-Marketing Coordinator

Noelia Flores
Front of House 

Nick Freedson
Front of House

Kaori Fujiyabu
Deputy Director of 
Development

Michal Gamily
Coffeehouse Chronicles Curator

Holly Garman
Press Representative

Elissa Goetschius
Front of House 

Kylie Goetz
Head Archivist /Director of 
Digital Collections

Gloria Gomez
Technician

Goldstein Hall PLLC
Attorneys
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Co-Marketing Coordinator

Denise Greber
Director of Artistic Operations 

Willow Green
Grant Writer

Miriam Grill 
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Bryce Harnick 
Lighting Supervisor

Kristen Ivy Haynes
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John Issendorf
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Intern
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Programming Director-The Club
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Pearse Redmond
Technician 

Federico Restrepo
Puppet Series Producing 
Director  
 
Jack Reynolds
Technical Director

Mateo Rodriguez-Hurtado
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Will Rossiter
Technician
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Press Representative

Kiku Sakai
Finance Director

Jane Catherine Shaw
Great Jones Reception

Jakov Schwartzberg
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India Stachyra
Development Associate
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Theatre Consultant
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Archive Associate
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Master Carpenter

Juan Pablo Toro
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Maya Tsou
Front of House

Martin Valdez
Building Superintendent Asst.

Madai Valdez
Porter

Avery Vang
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Taylor Wood
Individual Giving Manager

Mia Yoo
Artistic Director



YOUR SUPPORT MAKES ART HAPPEN
We thank our supporters who are indispensable to La MaMa as we continue to 
expand and strengthen our artistic community. You help make space for artists 
to create and share new stories, present diverse perspectives, and keep us all 
connected in our 65th Season!

$100,000+
Anonymous
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Doris Duke Foundation
Howard Gilman Foundation
Mellon Foundation
New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs
New York State Council on the Arts
Melina Brown / 
  Radio Drama Network
The Shubert Foundation

$50,000-$99,999
Donald Capoccia 
  and Tommie Pegues
George Hirose

$25,000-$49,999
Lily Auchincloss Foundation 
Frank Carucci and David Diamond
The Lillian Goldman 
  Charitable Trust
Cheryl Henson / 
  The Jim Henson Foundation
Holland & Knight LLP
Wendy vanden Heuvel / 
  Distracted Globe Foundation /    	
  JKW Foundation

65th Season Sponsors

Public Support Provided by

New York City Council Members 
Epstein and Marte

$25,000-$49,999
Jerome Foundation
Steven B. Malkenson / 
  Malkenson Foundation
Lise Olney and Timothy W. Fulham
The Fan Fox and 
  Leslie R. Samuels Foundation
Trust for Mutual Understanding
United Federation of Teachers, 
  Local 2AFT
Venturous Theater Fund of the      	
   Tides Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Anonymous
Americans for the Arts
Jody and John Arnhold
Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
The Barrow Group
Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation 
Kevin Jennings and 
  Thomas Fitzgerald
Rob Laqui
Karen Lee
Midnight Theatricals / 
  The March Forth Foundation
New England Foundation
  for the Arts 
Brian Snyder / 
  Beatrice Snyder Foundation
The Spingold Foundation
SQA Foundation

Promotional support 
provided in part by 
the New York City 
Tourism Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Axe-Houghton Foundation
Eugene “the poogene” Chai
Jacqueline Chu
Civis Foundation
Abigail E. Disney
Claudia Doring-Baez
Ilaria Fusina and Adam Woodward
Matthew Hall / Goldstein Hall PLLC
The Harkness Foundation 
  for Dance
Karen Hauser and Warren Leight
Marta Heflin Foundation
Gerald Herman
The Hyde and Watson Foundation
van Itallie Foundation
Jen Kruse
Sarah Lederman
The Curtis W. McGraw Foundation
The McMahon Family Fund
Carol Ostrow
Richard Pinner
Peter Rider and Glenn Hill
Jerome Robbins Foundation
Wynn Salisch
Sonya Soutus
Deborah Tolman and Luis Ubiñas
Venable Foundation

July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026
La MaMa gratefully acknowledges the generous support of: 



We thank our supporters who are indispensable to La MaMa as we continue to 
expand and strengthen our artistic community. You help make space for artists 
to create and share new stories, present diverse perspectives, and keep us all 
connected in our 65th Season!

$1,000-$4,999
Anonymous
Arthur Adair
Lucy P. Allen and John Rhodes
Sara Arno
Arts FMS
Page Ashley
Christina A. Back
Walter Brett
Broadway Cares/ 
  Equity Fights AIDS
Roger Cacchiotti and Stephan 	
  Kennard
Don Carroll
Anthony Carucci
Peggy Chane
Ping Chong
Marylou and Peter Cipolla
Benson Cohen
Jane and John Comfort
Robert Croonquist
Joseph DeLorenzo
Donald Donovan
Frederic Duchac
Maura Donohue and Perry Yung
Jeffrey and Renee Epstein
Gloria Feldt
David Fink and Simon Kinsella
Fiordellisi Williams 
  Family Foundation
Alice Flint / Teal Pond Foundation
Elise Frick and John Garraty 

$1,000-$4,999  
The John Fulham Family Fund 
Gisela Gamper 

Damian Giunta
Laurie Goldberger and 
  Leslie Kogod
The John Golden Fund
Taylor Hanex
H.B. Henson Fund / 
  The Puppet Slam Network
Dorothy Holland
Richard Holt
The Hunter College Foundation 
Kim Ima
Jackie Judd and John Papanek
Joan Kane
William Kelley and Juan Escobar
Andrea Kihlstedt
Helen Kim-Bordes
Lucille Lortel Foundation
Wiley McCarthy
Leslie Morioka
Michael and Daryl Moss 
Mary Mullin and Frederick Lough
Matthew Nasser
The Mr. Pancks’ Fund at the 
  Chicago Community Foundation 
National Historical Publications 
  and Records Commission

La MaMa Board  Of Directors

Frank Carucci  
President

Donald Capoccia  
Vice President

Joan Rose  
Vice President

Steven B. Malkenson 
Treasurer

Richard Pinner  
Secretary

$1,000-$4,999  
Tim Blake Nelson
Amanda J. Nelson
Franklin and HuaHua Parker
Margaret H. Parker 
Mary Parker and Damon Smith
Estelle Parsons
Christy Pennoyer / 
  The William C. Bullitt Foundation
Wade Rakes / 
  CareQuest Institute for 
  Oral Health, Inc.
Richenthal Foundation
The James E. Robison Foundation
Glenn Rose
Joan A. Rose
Gail Schaevitz
David Sedaris
Desi Shelton
Moira Smith / M&T Bank
Howard and Sarah D. Solomon 	
  Foundation 
Kim Savarino and John Maria 	
  Gutierrez
Kathy Westwater
Bon Yagi / T.I.C. Restaurant Group
Paul David Young
Thomas Young
Candice and Joel Zwick

Byung Koo Ahn
Eugene (the poogene) Chai
Jane Friedman
Mary Fulham
Timothy W. Fulham
Matthew Hall
Kevin Jennings
Jennifer Kruse
Rob Laqui
Wynn J. Salisch
Luis A. Ubiñas
Scott Wittman
Mia Yoo
Joel Zwick



La MaMa, 66 East 4th St., New York, NY  10003

If You Like It, Share It
We want to hear from YOU! 

 
Facebook @LaMaMaNYC

X @LaMaMaETC
Instagram @LaMaMaETC 

 
For Tickets  

visit lamama.org | Box Office: 646-430-5374  
(Mon - Fri 11am to 5pm)

COMING SOON   
La MaMa Kids: Kinding Sindaw 

Nov 7, 2026 
Community Arts Space

La MaMa Puppet Festival
Nov 11-Dec 6, 2026 

All Venues

Endless Forms 
La MaMa Puppet Festival

Nov 11-14, 2026 
The Downstairs Theatre

New Weird Furyre
Nov 12-15, 2026 

The Club

The Undercity
Nov 14-16, 2026 

The Downstairs Theatre

Everything That Follows
Nov 19-23, 2026 

Building 74a E 4th Street
 

Where Did You Go Connie?
Nov 19-24, 2026 

The Downstairs Theatre

NOW PLAYING 

The Greatest Story Ever
Oct 29-Nov 8, 2026 

The Club
 

Kōpū 
Global Indigenous Theatre Festival 

Oct 30-Nov 1, 2026 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

Invisible Shadows 
Global Indigenous Theatre Festival

Oct 30-Nov 1, 2026 
The Downstairs Theatre 

Maayuma li Mubirr (Healing Scars) 
Global Indigenous Theatre Festival

Nov 4-6, 2026 
Ellen Stewart Theatre

All My R(el)ations 
Global Indigenous Theatre Festival

Oct 30-Nov 1, 2026 
The Downstairs Theatre

Spiderwoman Theater Gala 
Global Indigenous Theatre Festival

Nov 7, 2026 
Ellen Stewart Theatre 


